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By-Laws

Polish American Congress

Michigan Division

POLISH AMERICAN CONGRESS, MICHIGAN DIVISION

BY-LAWS

ARTICLE I – GENERAL PROVISIONS
Section 1:
The Name of the organization is the Polish American Congress, Michigan Division, a non-profit Michigan corporation with headquarters located at 11333 Joseph Campau, Hamtramck, Michigan 48212.

Section 2:
The Polish American Congress, Michigan Division (hereafter referred to as “The Division”) is a local division of the Polish American Congress Inc. (hereinafter referred to as “The Congress”), which is a national organization.  The Division and its members, both individuals and organizations, shall adhere to and be bound by the “By-Laws of the Polish American Congress”.

Section 3:
The Division is dedicated to activities promoting the civic, social, cultural, and educational betterment of all Polish Americans. The Division incorporates by reference all goals and objectives as stated in Article I of the National By-Laws and shall work toward the realization of those goals and objectives, and more specifically to:

a) Assist in raising the standard of living for Americans of Polish descent through enlightening of their heritage, culture, religion, economics, and society, and by specifically promoting mutual cooperation among community organizations.

b) Inform individuals of Polish descent of their rights, duties, and responsibilities associated with the American citizenship.

c) Inspire and unify the activities of individuals of Polish descent in the State of Michigan as prescribed by the laws establishing the rights and duties of citizens, permanent residents, and visitors of this country.

d) Protect the good name of both Americans of Polish descent and Poles against harassment, defamation, and discrimination.

e) Support and protect their publications, schools, parishes, and media, particularly those which teach or promote the use of the Polish language, history and culture.

f) Be active in the direction of closer and deeper cooperation between the American democracy with the people of Poland in the fields of civic, ideological, cultural, social, and economic life, and to support the industry and trade in the United States conducted by persons of Polish descent.

g) Lend aid and assistance to organizations and events that seek to promote and understanding and appreciation of the culture, arts, folklore, traditions, and heritage of Poland and her people.

h) Establish and participate in organizations, special funds, and foundations to help carry out the aims and goals of the Polish American Congress.
ARTICLE II – MEMBERSHIP

Section 1 – Classes of Members
The members of the Division shall be divided into four (4) classes – Polish-American Organizations, Honorary, Individual, and Associate. Delegates of organizations or individual members must be citizens or permanent residents of the United States of America, except members of the class listed in subsection 1(d).

a) A Polish American organization shall be defined as any organization consisting of a substantial number of persons of Polish origin or of Polish ancestry in the State of Michigan.

b) An Honorary Member shall be defined as an individual whom the Executive Board has decided to honor for his or her activities in the State of Michigan. Such membership does not convey or detract any membership privileges.

c) An Individual member is defined as any individual person of Polish ancestry, or anyone related by blood or marriage to a person of Polish ancestry, residing in the State of Michigan. Such member shall have the right to vote, hold office, and otherwise participate in the activities of the Division and to receive benefits of such membership as may be provided by the Division.

d) Associate member is defined as a supporting member without the right to vote, hold office, or participate in meetings. This class may include individuals, corporations, labor organizations, etc., who wish to support the activities of the Congress or the Division and receive the benefits of such membership as may be provided by the Division.

Section 2 – Acceptance of Members

a) All applications for membership in classes (A) and (C) shall be on a form supplied by the National Executive Council, which shall include such information as shall be deemed necessary by the National Executive Committee. The application for membership, together with a check in the amount of the applicable dues, shall be submitted to the Regional Chapter in which the organization is located or where the individual resides. In the event there is no Regional Chapter in such location, then such application shall be submitted directly to the Executive Board of the Division.

b) All applications for membership in class (D) shall be on a form supplied by the Division, which shall include such information as shall deemed necessary by the Executive Board of the Division.
c) The Executive Board of the Division shall consider the application at the next regular scheduled executive session and decide its recommendation by simple majority vote.

d) After consideration by the Division, the application and its recommendation shall be forwarded to the National Executive Committee to accept and certify an applicant as a member. If the recommendation is for rejection, no reason need be given. All applications shall be treated and considered in a confidential manner.

e) The National Executive Committee shall notify the applicant and the Division of its decision and issue membership cards upon receipt of dues and the membership roll.

Section 3 – Voting Rights

Each delegate of a member organization (Class A) and each individual member (Class C), in good standing shall be entitled to one (1) vote on each matter submitted to a vote of the members. The By-Laws of the Congress prohibit the issuance of proxies for use at any meetings of a Division or Chapter. A delegate who is also an individual member has only one vote.

Section 4 – Termination of Membership

The Division, by affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of all members of the Executive Board, may suspend or expel any member for cause after an appropriate hearing, and, by a majority vote of those present at any regularly constituted meeting of the Division, may terminate the membership of any member who becomes ineligible for membership or suspend or expel any member who shall be delinquent in payment of dues. Procedures for said termination shall be pursuant to the by-laws of the Congress and the Division.

Section 5 – Transfer of Membership
Membership in the Polish American Congress is not transferable or assignable to another individual or organization.

ARTICLE III – ELECTIONS

Section 1 – Election and Terms of Office

The officers of the Executive Board of the Division; the members of the Michigan Board of Directors; the members of the Audit Committee and those National Directors as allocated by the by-laws of the Congress shall be elected for a two (2) year term at the annual meeting.

Section 2 – Establishment of a Nominating Committee

Not later than three (3) months prior to the date of the annual meeting of the Division, the President shall appoint, subject to ratification of the General Membership Meeting, a nominating committee consisting of a chairperson and six (6) additional members.

Section 3 – Nomination of Officers, Directors, and Auditors

The Nominating Committee shall issue a call for nominations not later than sixty (60) days prior to the annual meeting. Written nominations for all elected offices shall be submitted to the Nominating Committee not less than thirty (30) days before the date set for the annual meeting. Nominations must be postmarked, faxed, or personally presented by the due date to either the offices of the Division, or the chairperson of the Nominating Committee. Such nominations shall have the name of each candidate and the office to which he or she is being nominated to and may be submitted by any member in good standing.

Section 4 – Eligibility of Candidates

The Nominating Committee, upon receipt of the candidate nominations, shall obtain a list from the Membership Chairperson or Corresponding Secretary of all individuals and delegates of member organizations in good standing. To be eligible for election as an Executive Officer, Michigan Director, Auditor, or National Director, a person shall be a Delegate of an organizational member for at least one (1) year prior to the election and in good standing. In addition, to be eligible for election as an Executive Officer, a person shall have attended at least one (1) quarterly membership meeting during the twelve (12) months immediately proceeding the day of the election. The Nominating Committee shall verify the eligibility of each candidate and the willingness of each candidate to have their name placed in nomination. The Nominating Committee shall then prepare a list of eligible and willing candidates by respective office in alphabetical order.

Section 5 – Presentation of Candidates

The Nominating Committee shall make its report, presenting said list to the annual meeting of the Division. It shall list all persons nominated, eligible, and willing to be elected to each respective office. Such submission shall be deemed a nomination of each person named. If no candidates have been nominated for a respective office, or if no candidates are eligible, this shall be noted and nominations may be made from the floor by the members.

Section 6 – Election of Candidates

The Nominating Committee shall proceed with the election of the candidates listed in the report for each respective office by secret ballot. Except where provided for by these bylaws, the election shall be conducted be Robert’s Revised Rules of Order.

Section 7 – Election of National Directors from the Division

The allocation of National Directors for the Division shall be based on the number of organizations and individuals who are members of the Division. The allocation shall be according to the number permitted in the bylaws of the Congress. As currently provided, the allocations are as follows: 

a)
1
   to
10
organizations
1 Director


11  to
25
organizations
2 Directors


26  to
50
organizations
3 Directors


51  to
75 
organizations
4 Directors


76  to
100
organizations
5 Directors


Over 100 

organizations
6 Directors
b) For every 100 individual members, the Division shall be entitled to one (1) Director.

ARTICLE IV – GOVERNING BODIES

Section 1 – Composition of the Executive Board of the Division

The Executive Board shall be composed of the President, who shall be the Chairperson, the Executive Vice President, the Vice President for American Affairs, the Vice President for Polish Affairs, the Treasurer, the Corresponding Secretary, the Recording Secretary for Membership Meetings, and the Recording Secretary for Board Meetings. The membership of the Executive Board shall be members’ ex-officio of the Michigan Board of Directors.

Section 2 – Composition of the Division Board of Directors

The Division Board of Directors shall be composed of members of the Executive Board of the Division and National Directors who shall have voting rights, eighteen (18) Division Directors, who shall be elected among the officers of national and state-wide organizational members, and the Vice Presidents of the Regional Chapters provided, however, that said Regional Chapter is in good standing with regard to its membership dues. An additional six (6) Division Directors may be appointed by the President to serve on the Board with full rights.

ARTICLE V – MEETINGS

Section 1 – Representation of Organizational Members

The representation of organizational members in the Division shall be by delegates as permitted by the by-laws of the Congress. As currently provided, the number permitted is as follows:

a) Parishes and representatives component sections of National Organizations, such as branches, posts, councils, nests, lodges, and groups shall be entitled to three (3) Delegates plus one (1) for each 100 members, but no more than then (10) Delegates.

b) All independent societies, clubs, and various other not-for-profit organizations shall be entitled to two (2) Delegates plus one (1) for each 100 members, but no more than ten (10) Delegates.

c) Educational institutions, monasteries, convents, charitable institutions, etc. shall be entitled to two (2) Delegates.

Section 2 – Representation of Individual Members

The representation of individual members in the Division shall be on the basis of one (1) person, one (1) vote by each individual member. Associate members of a Division shall have no vote, or be recognized and otherwise take part in meetings. Under the by-laws of the Congress, proxy voting shall not be allowed.

Section 3 – Participation in Meetings

To participate in an annual election, a member shall have been a member of the Congress at least three (3) months prior to the day of the Annual Meeting. To participate in all other meetings, a member must have been accepted and certified as a member by the National Executive Committee.

Section 4 – Submission of Annual Reports

The Officers of the Division and Chairpersons of all Committees, except the Nominating and Audit Committees, shall submit a written copy of their report to the Corresponding Secretary not less than thirty (30) days prior to the date of the annual meeting. The Secretary shall ensure that copies of these reports are available at the annual meeting for the perusal and approval of the members. Not later than June 30th of any year, the Corresponding Secretary shall mail a copy of the Division’s annual corporation report, a yearly treasurer’s report, and a complete membership report to the National Secretary of the Congress. The Corresponding Secretary shall also submit the name, address and telephone numbers of the duly elected National Directors to the National Secretary of the Congress within thirty (30) days of said election.

Section 5 – Annual Meeting

Except for unforeseen circumstances, the Annual Meeting of the Division shall be held generally, in February or March of each year, but in any case not later than June 30th of any year.

Section 6 – Membership Meetings and Quorum
The Division shall meet on a quarterly basis. Written or printed notices stating the place, date, and hour of any meeting of the General Membership of the Division shall be mailed to each member or delegate not less than ten (10) days before the date of such meeting.

A quorum for a meeting of the General Membership of the Division shall consist of twenty-five (25) members and/or delegates in good standing.

Section 7 – Michigan Director Meetings and Quorum

The Michigan Board of Directors shall meet at least once per year to review specific policies or programs of the Division and to recommend changes as necessary. Written or printed notices stating the place, date, and hour of any meeting of the Board of Directors shall be mailed to each member or delegate not less than ten (10) days before the date of such meeting.  A quorum for a meeting of the Board of Directors shall consist of ten (10) members of that body.

Section 8 – Chapter Meetings and Quorum

Regional Chapters of the Division shall meet on at least a semi-annual basis. Written or printed notices stating the place, date, and hour of any meeting of the Membership of a Regional Chapter shall be mailed to each member or delegate not less than ten (10) days before the date of such meeting. A quorum for a meeting of the members of a Regional Chapter shall consist of ten (10 members) in good standing.  The Chapter will notify the President of the Division of its General Meeting.

Section 9 – Executive Meetings and Quorum

The Executive Board of the Division shall meet at least once every month, except during July and August, to conduct the day-to-day affairs of the Division. Notices stating the place, date, and hour of any meeting of the Executive Board shall be conveyed to each officer not less than seven (7) days before the date of such meeting. When the necessity arises, specific State Directors of Standing Committees, Committee Chairpersons and members, or outside persons may be invited to participate in the monthly meetings.

Section 10 – Voting Rights

The by-laws of the Congress prohibit the issuance of proxies for the use of any meetings of a Division or Chapter. A delegate who is also an individual member has only one (1) vote.

ARTICLE VI – POWERS AND AUTHORITY OF GOVERNING BODIES

Section 1 – Powers and Duties of the Annual Meetings

The Annual Meeting of the Division shall promulgate the general policies, programs, purposes, and objectives that the Division shall attempt to fulfill and implement during the subsequent year. It shall have the authority to elect officers, auditors, and directors, both State and National. It shall have the authority to make changes to these by-laws as outlined within this document. It shall have the authority to conduct other such business as may be brought before it.

Section 2 – Powers and Duties of Membership Meetings

The General Membership Meetings of the Division shall have the authority to make changes to these by-laws as outlined within this document. It shall have the authority to conduct such business as may be brought before it.

Section 3 – Powers and Duties of the Executive Board

The Executive Board of the Division shall conduct the affairs of the Division between sessions of the General Membership. It shall have the authority to fill any vacancies that may occur among the officers, auditors, and directors, both State and National. Its duties shall include all those outlined in the by-laws of the Congress, to carry out the decisions of the Annual or General Membership Meeting, as well as those duties that may be necessary or required for the good of the Division.

Section 4 – Powers and Duties of Regional Chapters

Regional Chapters of the Division shall implement the policies and programs of the National Organization and State Division in their respective areas. Regional Chapters may conduct various projects, endeavors, and other activities that promote and further the purposes and objectives of the Congress within their geographic area. Regional Chapters shall be limited to the protocol outlining its responsibilities and administration as required by the by-laws of the Congress.

ARTICLE VII – DUES

Section 1 – Annual Dues

The Congress shall determine from time to time the amount of the annual dues payable to the Congress by the members of each Class (A) or (C), and shall give appropriate notice to the members, either directly or through the Division. As currently permitted, twenty percent (20%) of said dues may be retained by the Division for their use. Regional Chapters, if authorized by their particular protocol, may be permitted to retain a portion of this percentage.

Section 2 – Payment of Dues

Dues shall be payable in advance to the Treasurer of the Division on or before March 15th of each year. Membership Chairpersons of the Division and various Regional Chapters, if authorized by their particular protocol, shall collect the dues from their membership and submit the authorized dues to the Treasurer of the Division. The Treasurer of the Division shall then submit the dues on or before April 30th of each year, directly to the National Treasurer of the Congress.

Section 3 – Delinquent Dues

Members, either individual or organizational, found more than ninety (90) days delinquent in the payment of any dues or assessments levied against them shall be given notice in writing of such delinquency. In the event payment in full is not made within ninety (90) days after such written notice is sent, such member shall be suspended.

Section 4 – Associate Fees or Dues

Associate Members shall pay an association fee determined by the Executive Board for the continued right to enjoy those privileges and rights granted to them. These membership fees or dues may be collected by and in such manner as the Executive Board may deem necessary.

ARTICLE VIII – POWERS, DUTIES AND TERMS OF OFFICERS

Section 1 – Terms of Office

All elected officers, directors and committees shall assume office at the Division Installation. Said installation shall take place no later than 45 days after the date of the election.

Section 2 – Powers and Duties of the President

The President of the Division shall be the corporation’s principal executive officer and shall exercise general supervision and control over all the business and affairs of the Division.

Section 3 – Powers and Duties of the Executive Vice President

The Executive Vice President shall rank first in line of succession and shall perform the functions specified by the Division.

Section 4 – Powers and Duties of the Vice President for American Affairs

The Vice President for American Affairs shall rank second in line of succession and shall perform the functions specified by the Division.
Section 5 – Powers and Duties of the Vice President for Polish Affairs

The Vice President for Polish Affairs shall rank third in line of succession and shall perform the functions specified by the Division.
Section 6 – Powers and Duties of the Treasurer

The Treasurer of the Division shall be its chief fiscal officer, who shall be bonded, and the custodian of its funds, securities, and properties.

Section 7 – Powers and Duties of the Corresponding Secretary

The Corresponding Secretary of the Division shall be responsible for all formal contact between the Division and the National Secretary of the Congress. The Corresponding Secretary shall have such other powers, duties, and authority as may be set forth elsewhere in these by-laws and as may be prescribed by the President or Executive Board.

Section 8 – Powers and Duties of the Recording Secretary for Membership Meetings

The Recording Secretary for Membership Meetings of the Division shall be recorder of all the formal actions and transactions of the Division. The Recording Secretary shall have such other powers, duties, and authority as may be set forth elsewhere in these by-laws and as may be prescribed by the President or Executive Board

Section 9 – Powers and Duties of the Recording Secretary for Board Meetings

The Recording Secretary for Board Meetings of the Division shall be custodian of and shall maintain the corporate books and records. The Recording Secretary shall have such other powers, duties, and authority as may be set forth elsewhere in these by-laws and as may be prescribed by the President or Executive Board.

ARTICLE IX – GRIEVANCES AND DISPUTES

Section 1 – Initial of a Grievance

Any grievance against any member, delegate, officer, director, Chapter, or Division shall be initiated by a written complaint signed by three (3) members in good standing on the Division.

Section 2 – Documentation of a Grievance

The complaint shall be verified or notarized and shall have attached to it any and all affidavits, exhibits, transcripts (tapes of meetings must be transcribed in written form) and any other document which the complainant shall have supporting its grievance.

Section 3 – Local Review and Resolution

Upon receipt of the complaint with all attachments to either the offices of the Division or the President of the Division, the President shall call a special meeting of the Michigan Board of Directors within thirty (30) days of said receipt. The Michigan Board of Directors shall consider the merits of the complaint in closed session and decide its recommendation by simple majority vote. The Michigan Board of Directors may invite all parties of the complaint to present their side to the body. In the event of a failure to reach resolution or a desire by one of the parties to appeal the decision of the Michigan Board of Directors, the complaint may be referred to the National Executive Committee of the Congress.

Section 4 – Limitation on Litigation

No member, delegate, officer, director, or Chapter shall institute any litigation with respect to any matter properly recognized under the broad provisions of this Article, until all administrative remedies, including review by the Congress, have been exhausted.

Section 5 – Mediation of Intra-Organizational Disputes

The mediation of a dispute that is not a formal grievance between the Division and a Chapter shall be adjudicated by the National Executive Committee, whose decision may be appealed to the National Executive Council. The decision of the National Executive Council shall be final and binding on all parties thereto.

ARTICLE X – REMOVAL, SUCCESSION, AND VACANCIES

Section 1 – Removal from Office

An officer of the Division who has failed to attend three (3) unexcused, consecutive meetings will be removed from his or her position. The President will notify the members at the next Executive Board meeting of the absence of the officer, where a motion for removal and declaration of a vacancy shall be in order. As required by the Congress, if a National Director has failed to attend two (2) unexcused, consecutive meetings, the National Secretary of the Congress will notify the Division of his or her absence for removal and replacement. As currently required, a vacancy shall be declared upon receipt of such notice from the Congress.

Section 2 – Presidential Succession

In the event of death, resignation, incapacity, or removal of the President, the Executive Vice President shall perform the President’s duties and assume all rights and privileges as heretofore prescribed until the next regularly scheduled or special meeting of the Division. In the event the Executive Vice President’s incapacity or resignation, the Vice President for American Affairs, followed by the Vice President for Polish Affairs shall assume the duties of the President. The General Membership Meeting of the Division, by a majority of the members present at the next regularly scheduled meeting or at a special meeting, shall elect a successor who shall hold office for the unexpired portion of the term of his predecessor.

Section 3 – Filling Vacancies

When any other office shall become vacant by reason of death, resignation, incapacity, or removal of the incumbent, or for any other cause, the Executive Board of the Division, by a majority vote of the members present at the next regularly scheduled meeting or at a special meeting, shall elect a successor who shall hold office for the unexpired portion of the terms of his predecessor.

Section 4 – Discipline and Expulsion of a Member, Chapter, or Organization

As required by the bylaws of the Congress, membership in the Congress, the Division, or the Chapter and all rights incident thereto, shall be terminated as detailed in Article X of the by-laws of the Polish American Congress for a willful violation of or failure to comply with the following:

a) The Articles of Incorporation, the by-laws of the Congress or the duly promulgated rules, regulations, and decisions of the Congress through the actions of the Council, or the Executive Committees.

b) Failure to comply with the Division by-laws, protocols, and/or duly promulgated and written policy positions on local matters of the Division.
Should such action become necessary within the Division, the procedures detailed in Article X will be followed and the Member, Chapter, or Organization shall be afforded whatever rights are permitted by Article X of these by-laws.

ARTICLE XI – AMENDMENTS TO THE BY-LAWS

Section 1 – Authority to Amend the By-Laws

The Annual Meeting and General Membership Meeting of the Division shall have the right and authority to make such changes and amendments to these by-laws as they shall deem necessary.

Section 2 – Procedure to Amend the By-Laws

The following procedures shall be used to amend the by-laws:

a) Proposals to amend the by-laws must be submitted in writing to either the offices of the Division or the President of the Division, ninety (90) days before the date of the meeting at which they shall be considered. The Executive Board of the Division shall then appoint a Chairperson and two (2) members to the By-laws Committee and refer the matter to them. 

b) The By-Laws Committee shall review the proposed changes or amendments and make their recommendations not later than sixty (60) days before the date of the meeting at which they shall be considered.

c) Following a review of the proposed changes of amendments by the By-Laws Committee, a copy of the proposals with the committee’s recommendations shall be distributed to the members and delegates thirty (30) days before the date of the meeting at which they will be considered.

d) The By-Laws Committee shall conduct that portion of the meeting during which the proposed changes or amendments shall be considered by the members and delegates. Typographical or grammatical changes shall require only a simple majority. All amendments to the by-laws shall require a two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote of the members and delegates present and voting at the time of the meeting.

e) Upon notification of changes to the Congress By-Laws, that are applicable to the Division By-Laws, said notification shall be forwarded to the Division By-Laws Committee for their review and recommendation tot he Division at the next quarterly meeting.

ARTICLE XII – DISSOLUTION

Section 1 – Dissolution of a Chapter

In the event that dissolution or deactivation of a Chapter of the Division occurs, all remaining funds in the Treasury of that Chapter shall be assigned to the Division for use in furthering the purposes and objectives of the Polish American Congress within the State of Michigan.

Section 2 – Dissolution of the Division

In the event that dissolution or deactivation of the Division of the Polish American Congress occurs, all remaining assets, real or personal, shall be distributed to such organizations as are qualified as tax-exempt under Section 501 (C) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

ARTICLE XIII – RULES OF PROCEEDINGS

Section 1 

Except where the by-laws of the Congress or the by-laws of the Division otherwise provide, Robert’s Revised Rules of Order shall govern the proceedings of all meetings of the Polish American Congress, Michigan Division, its Chapters, and governing bodies.

These By-Laws were ratified and became binding on February 13, 1993.
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