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NEWS - WIADOMOSCI

After talks with Poland’s Foreign Minister Radostaw Sikorski in
Washington in March, US secretary of state Hilary Clinton
admitted that Poles would not be included in America’s visa
waiver program by the end of 2012. Despite promises by
President Barack Obama last December that Poles would not have
to obtain visas to enter the United States by the end of his
presidency, Hilary Clinton admitted that this promise may have to
be broken. “I know the President pledged that this would be done
before the end of his presidency, and probably that will be a little
longer than the end of this year,” Clinton told reporters at a joint
press conference with Minister Sikorski

Being the result of the initiatives of Anthony J. Bajdek, national
Vice President for American Affairs, the Polish American Congress
has expanded into two states — New Hampshire and Maine. With
the establishment of new PAC Divisions, the Polish American
Congress currently has a formal presence in 20 states and the
District of Columbia.

On March 12, Cultural Attaché Andrew Paul represented the US
Embassy in Warsaw at the inauguration of a new university
partnership between the Mandel School of Applied Social Sciences
(MSASS) at Case Western Reserve University (Ohio) and the
Institute of Sociology at Adam Mickiewiecz University (UAM) in
Poznan. The partnership agreement will allow students from
either program to take courses in the other.

Sen. Barbara Mikulski is now the longest-serving female member
of Congress. The Maryland Democrat reached that milestone
Saturday, March 17. So on her 12,892 day in Congress
Wednesday, March 21, senators stood on the floor to pay tribute
to the 75-year-old from Baltimore with a series of speeches about
her tenacity, feistiness and dedication.

A UK media watchdog says the use of the misleading term “Polish
concentration camps” is in decline in the international media. The
Polish Media Issues Group (PMI), a private initiative based in
Cardiff founded in 2005, states that “world media outlets are
slowly beginning to understand that this inaccurate wording vil
Poland.” According to PMI, there were 151 serious incidents in
2011, compared to 171 in 2009.

Lech Watesa, the former Polish president and founder of
Solidarity, the Soviet bloc’s first independent trade union, visited
Chrysler’s Jefferson North Assembly Plant in Detroit on Thursday,
April 26, the Detroit News reported. Watesa traveled to Detroit
from Chicago, where he participated in the World Summit of Nobel
Peace Laureates. Watesa founded Solidarity in 1980 and received
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1983.

State Senator Stave Bieda (D-Warren) has been given the 2011
Humane State Legislator Award by the Humane Society of the
United States, a national organization. Senator Bieda has been
recognized for his work on legislation to strengthen penalties for
animal fighting, educate consumers about dog health problems
associated with puppy mills and pet stores, and regulate large-
scale dog breeding facilities in our state. Bieda has also worked
on bills to end gas chamber euthanasia of shelter pets and protect
animals from antifreeze poisoning.

On Saturday, April 21, Friends of Polish Art celebrated its 75th
Anniversary Gala. An elegant event marking this milestone took
place at the San Marino Club in Troy. The Friends of Polish Art
was established in 1937 and functions as an educational and
social organization, acting as a medium for the promotion of
understanding and appreciation of the Arts of Poland, its people
and their descendants.

President Barack Obama announced Monday, April 23, at the US
Memorial Holocaust Museum that the late Dr. Jan Karski will be
awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom later this year. “This
highest of civilian honors in our great land validates the principles
that Jan Karski stood for: tolerance and understanding among
people of all faiths and the courage to speak the truth in the worst
of times,” said Jan Karski US Centennial Campaign Director
Wanda Urbanska.

Wizy dla Polakéw udajacych sie do USA nie bedg zniesione przed
koficem tego roku” - powiedziata sekretarz stanu Hillary Clinton po
spotkaniu w Srode, 7 marca, w Waszyngtonie z ministrem spraw
zagranicznych Radostawem Sikorskim. Zapytana o perspektywy
witaczenia Polski do programu ruchu bezwizowego, Clinton
oSwiadczyta, ze “jest to sprawa bardzo wazna takze dla USA” z
powodu bliskich wiezi polsko-amerykanskich, ale dodata, ze sprawa
zniesienia wiz sie przedtuza. “Nastgpi to prawdopodobnie troche
pdZniej niz do konca tego roku” - powiedziata.

Jest pierwszg kobietg-senatorem Kongresu USA, ktéra nie
odziedziczyta tego stanowiska po mezu, a zdobyta je w wyborach.
Jest pierwszg kobietg w USA, ktéra zasiadata w obu izbach
Kongresu: Izbie Reprezentantdw i Senacie. Jest takze pierwsza
kobietg w historii stanu, ktérg wybrano na stanowisko obejmujgce
caty stan Maryland. Od 18 marca br. senator Barbara Mikulski ma
jeszcze jeden rekord na swoim koncie - jest obecnie najstarsza
stazem kobietg-senatorem.

Podobnie jak Polacy na catym Swiecie, tak i w Detroit Polonia
uczcita druga rocznice tragicznej Smierci prezydenta RP Lecha
Kaczyriskiego, jego zony Marii i 94 innych osob, ktére 10 kwietnia
2010 r. leciaty do Katynia na uroczystosci upamietniajgce 70.
rocznice mordu NKWD na polskich oficerach. Uroczysta Msza $w.
w ich intencji odbyta sie we wtorek, 10 kwietnia, w koSciele Matki
Boskiej Czestochowskiej w Sterling Heights. Organizatorem Mszy
byt michiganski Kongres Polonii Amerykanskiej, ktéry do
odprawienia nabozenstwa zaprosit kardynata Edmunda Szoke.
Dostojny gos¢ zaproszenie przyjat i dzieki jego obecnosci Msza Sw.
nabrata dodatkowego uroczystego charakteru.

28 marca w wieku 91 lat zmarta w Waszyngtonie R6za
Nowotarska, emerytowana dziennikarka sekcji polskiej radia Gtos
Ameryki, pisarka i publicystka kulturalna. Byta autorkg ksiazek,
m.in. “Tryptyk wojenny”, “Swiat Jerzego Potomskiego” i “Ziemia i
stowo”. Pisata takze wiersze i ttumaczyta na jezyk polski poezje
amerykanskg. Zajmowata sie tez malarstwem; jej prace
wystawiano w USA i w Polsce. R6za Nowotarska urodzita sie w
1920 r w Polsce. Do USA wyemigrowata w 1949 r.

Znany prezenter CNN Anderson Cooper przeprosit za wySmianie
przypadajgcej w drugi dzief swigt wielkanocnych tradycji Smigusa
Dyngusa, ktérg nazwat “gtupig” - infomuje na swych tamach
nowojorski ,Nowy Dziennik”. ,Martwi mnie, ze niektérzy ludzie
sadza, iz nazwatem tradycje Smigusa Dyngusa gtupia, albo tez w
jakikolwiek inny sposéb krytykowatem to Swieto. Nie zrobitem
tego. W trakcie gtupiego napadu chichotu powiedziatem >to jest
tak gtupie< w odniesieniu do niemoznosSci powstrzymania Smiechu”
- stwierdzit cytowany przez ,Daily News” prezenter CNN Anderson
Cooper w wydanym oswiadczeniu.

Bohaterski kurier polskiego podziemia - Jan Karski, ktéry alarmowat
Zachdd o zagtadzie Zydéw w czasie Il wojny Swiatowej, zostanie
uhonorowany po$miertnie Prezydenckim Medalem Wolnosci -
oznajmit prezydent Barack Obama. Prezydencki Medal Wolnosci jest
najwyzszym amerykanskim cywilnym odznaczeniem panstwowym.

W niedziele, 6 maja, w Zaktadach Naukowych w Orchard Lake
odbyta sie coroczna akademia z okazji rocznicy uchwalenia
Konstytucji 3 Maja 1791 roku. Uroczystos¢ ta zostata
zorganizowana przez ,Polska Misje” w Orchard Lake oraz
michiganski wydziat Kongresu Polonii Amerykarskiej (KPA), a
wziety w niej udziat polonijne szkoty, zesp6t tanca ,Polanie” i
harcerstwo. Akademie poprowadzita Anna Barikowska,
wiceprezeska michiganskiego KPA. Program akademii miat
charakter przede wszystkim uwypuklenia wychowywania naszych
polonijnych dzieci i mtodziezy w duchu polskosci. O tym moéwita
m.in. Anna Bieciuk, gtéwny méwca akademii. Ania jest
absolwentka Polskiej Szkoty im. A. Mickiewicza w Sterling
Heights, a obecnie piastuje bardzo odpowiedzialne stanowisko w
biurze gubernatora stanu Michigan, Ricka Snydera. ,W dniu
Swieta Konstytucji 3 Maja chciatam podkresli¢, ze obok kultury
osobistej, bardzo wazna role odgrywa w procesie wychowania,
formowanie kultury narodowej, czyli przekazywanie mitoSci do
Ojczyzny naszych przodkow ” - moéwita Ania Bieciuk.
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CONGRATULATIONS!

The current member of the PAC Board - Barbara Lemecha and the former PAC
Board member - Henrietta Nowakowska were recently recognized by President
Bronistaw Komorowski and the Polish Government for all their hard work and
dedication to Polonia, and especially for their work on American Council for
Polish Cultures’s participation in the National Conference for Social Studies.
Lemecha and Nowakowska were awarded the Cavalier Cross of the Order of
Merit- Krzyz Kawalerski Orderu Zastugi. Congratulations to both ladies! It is

truly a well-deserved recognition!

The Roast of Michael Wilk

Michael Wilk was on the
receiving end of witticism and barbs
at the 13th Annual Polish Day Parade
Roast on Thursday, May 3 at Polish
National Alliance Council 122
Banquet Hall in Hamtramck.

The Polish Day Parade
Committee (one of many committees
working under the auspices of PAC)
chose Mr. Wilk as their 2012 Polish
Day Parade Grand Marshal. Since
1999, a “Roast” is being held ahead of
the parade, during which the Grand
Marshal has to withstand sometimes a
bit naughty (but healthy and
entertaining) jokes and humorous tells
about the “guest of honor”.

Michael Wilk belongs to many
organizations throughout the
community, including Knights of
Columbus, the Hamtramck Moose
Club, Polish Roman Catholic Union
of America, Polish American
Congress, John W. Smith Old Timer’s
Club (as President), National Polish
American Sports Hall of Fame (as
member of the Board of Directors),
Polish Sea League, Polish Century
Club of Detroit, American Polish

Century Club of Sterling Heights, and
many, many others.

In addition to being owner of
Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home in
Hamtramck, Mr. Wilk is a part-time
treasurer for the City of Hamtramck and
part-time faculty member of the Wayne
State Univeristy Mortuary of Science
Program.

Serving as an usher at two parishes,
he is a lifelong member at Our Lady
Queen of Apostles Parish and St.
Ladislaus Catholic Church.

Michael Wilk is married to
Christine (for 46 years!). They have
three sons, Michael Jr., Paul and Robert.

This year, Michael Wilk’s
scheduled line-up of roasters included
Hon. Judge Paul Paruk, Rev. Gary
Michalik, Gene Andrus and Mike
Wilk, Jr.

Proceeds from the roast will
benefit the annual Polish Day Parade
held on Labor Day in Hamtramck.
This year’s theme of the parade is
“75th Anniversary of Friends of Polish
Art”. The parade is sponsored by the
Polish American Congress Michigan
Division.

PAC at Polish Folk Dance Festival

Polish American Congress
Michigan Division was
present at the annual Polish
Folk Dance Festival,
Saturday, March 3, at the
American Polish Cultural
Center in Troy, MI. A stand
that offered materials on
Polish history and culture,
as well as information on
PAC Scholarships and
Membership was prepared
by members of the PAC
Board (pictured, 1. to r)
Anna Barikowska, Mary
Ellen Tyszka and Barbara
Lemecha.

VISIT WWW.PACMI.ORG

Tell us about your events!

A special community calendar is being
developed by PAC-MI which will include all
the community events planned by Polish-
American local organizations. The calendar
will help in future planning of events. If you
plan an event, check our calendar if you’re not
interfering with other planned events, or just
come to our Hamtramck-office to post the event
on the calendar for our members to know.

DUES REMINDER

It is important for all members to pay
dues in timely matter. Thank you!

LOOK FOR US
ON FACEBOOK

Polish American Congress Michigan
Division is on Facebook. Look for
updates, invites, press-releases, pictures
and much more. Visit our Facebook
page often and tell others.

Have you thought
of remembering
us in your will?
Leaving us a gift in your will

is a way to ensure that
we can continue our mission.

GET INVOLVED!
JOIN OUR COMMITTEES

Please consider joining our PAC committees -
Polish Day Parade, Scholarship Fund, Charitable
Foundation, Political Action, Polish Affairs and
many others... There’s always need for your
involvement. Use your skills to help others by
joining existing committees or start a new one that
would benefit our members and the community.
Getin touch with us to discuss your ideas...

BUY A BOOK or DVD

Anna Poray’s ,,Those Who Risked Their
Lives” (a book presenting stories of
thousands of Poles who rescued Jews
during the World War ll) ...

... and DVD recorded at the Mass at Our
Lady of Czestochowa church
commemorating the 2nd Anniversary of
Smolensk air crash ...

....are available for purchase at PAC office
in Hamtramck.



