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“Żegota”
Presentation

T
he upcom

ing quarterly
m

eeting (M
onday, June 1, at 7:00

pm
) w

ill open w
ith a presentation

of a 28−m
inute docum

entary
“Ż

egota”.
U

sing archival photographs
and film

 footage, together w
ith

interview
s, this film

 narrated by E
li

W
allach, tells the story of the

desperate plight of P
olish Jew

s and
the conditions of terror under w

hich
the Ż

egota rescuers tried to help.
Ż

egota participants, Jew
ish

survivors and P
olish and Jew

ish
historians recall and reflect on the
extraordinary courage of people
w

ho risked − and som
e w

ho
sacrificed − their lives trying to save
P

olish Jew
s from

 certain death.
F

rustrated by the A
llied

governm
ent’s refusal of

intervention, the exiled P
olish

leaders set in m
otion their ow

n
efforts to save Jew

ish lives by
financing and encouraging the
cooperative action betw

een the
P

olish U
nderground and their

civilian counterparts, w
ho together

had form
ed the clandestine

“C
ouncil for A

id to Jew
s.”  T

his
w

as the only governm
ent−

sponsored social w
elfare agency

established to rescue Jew
s in N

azi−
occupied E

urope.  T
his

organization, given the code nam
e

“Ż
egota,” provided hiding places

and false identity docum
ents for

Jew
ish m

en, w
om

en, and children
w

ho w
ere able to escape from

 N
azi

control.  T
heir efforts saved

thousands of lives.

M
ariusz Szajnert elected for another term
as PAC M

ichigan Division President
M

ariusz S
zajnert w

as elected the
P

resident of the P
olish A

m
erican

C
ongress (P

A
C

) M
ichigan D

ivision at the
bi−annual election m

eeting held S
aturday,

M
arch 7, at the P

N
A

 C
ouncil 122 hall in

H
am

tram
ck. It w

ill be S
zajnert’s second

2−year term
 as the leader of P

A
C

M
ichigan D

ivision.
T

here w
ere tw

o candidates for the
office of P

residency, M
ariusz S

zajnert
w

ho received 69 votes, and S
tella

W
ąsacz, w

ell−know
n P

olonian leader
(P

resident of P
N

A
 C

ouncil 122 and the
P

olish A
m

erican C
entral C

itizens
C

om
m

ittee) w
ho received 31 votes.

In other races at the election m
eeting,

M
ary E

llen T
yszka w

as voted into the
office of E

xecutive V
ice P

resident (86
votes) beating A

lexandra P
orter (15

votes).
Z

dzisław
 Jurek (68 votes), M

ary
E

llen T
yszka (67 votes), Jerzy R

óżalski
(64 votes) and G

ena Jurek (64 votes) w
ill

serve as the N
ational D

irectors.
S

om
e candidates for P

A
C

 officers
had no opposition: D

onald H
orkey w

ill
again hold the office of T

reasurer,
Z

dzisław
 Jurek w

ill serve as the V
ice

P
resident for P

olish A
ffairs, H

enrietta
N

ow
akow

ski w
ill becom

e the V
ice

P
resident for A

m
erican A

ffairs, S
ebastian

S
zczepanski w

ill serve as the
C

orresponding S
ecretary, A

nna
B

ankow
ski and H

elena Ż
m

urkieiw
icz w

ill
becom

e R
ecording S

ecrataries.
S

ince there w
ere no candidates for

A
udit C

om
m

ittee, the nom
inations cam

e

during the election m
eeting. T

here w
ere

five nom
inees and all of them

 w
ill serve

as A
uditors.  T

hey are: Jolanta B
ujny,

D
onna K

utylow
ski, V

irginia S
krzyniarz,

A
licja K

arlic and Jane T
ylenda.

T
he m

em
bers of the P

A
C

 M
ichigan

also elected the S
tate D

irectors. T
hey are:

W
alter B

ankow
ski, Jerzy C

zaja, A
nita

D
ul, B

arbara G
ronet, H

alina K
onw

iak,
Irena L

isiecki, B
arbara M

artin, R
onald

M
artin, R

ev. B
ogdan M

iłosz, C
arolyn

M
eleski, R

ev. Jarosław
 N

ow
ak, E

dw
ard

N
izienki, M

ary A
nn N

ow
ak, S

tanisław
P

ena, T
haddeus R

adzilow
ski, John

Ś
w

idw
iński, Jane T

ylenda i R
ev.

T
im

othy W
halen.

T
he installations of the new

ly elected
officers took place on A

pril 4 at the
A

m
erican P

olish C
ultural C

enter in T
roy.

T
he program

, of w
hich A

nnette
R

aczkow
ski w

as M
aster of C

erem
onies,

included an address by H
on. M

arcy
K

aptur, a D
em

ocratic politician in the
U

nited States H
ouse of R

epresentatives
for the N

inth C
ongressional D

istrict of
O

hioA
lso, presentation of aw

ards took place.
T

he PA
C

 M
ichigan D

ivision honored H
on

John D
ingell, A

dam
 C

ardinal M
aida, T

he
O

rchard L
ake Schools (observing the 100

th

anniversary of the Schools’ re−location to
O

rchard L
ake in 1901 and, in 2010, the 125

th

anniversary of the Schools’ founding in
D

etroit in 1885) and St. Florian Parish
(celebrating the 100

th anniversary of its
founding in 1908).


