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O
n T

uesday, A
pril 10, E

dm
und

C
ardinal S

zoka (pictured) celebrated
a H

oly M
ass at O

ur L
ady of

C
zęstochow

a C
hurch in S

terling
H

eights to com
m

em
orate the second

anniversary of P
olish officials killed

in the S
m

oleńsk plane crash, as w
ell

as P
olish officers killed in K

atyń in
1940.  T

he M
ass w

as organized by
the M

ichigan D
ivision of the P

olish
A

m
erican C

ongress.  F
r. S

ław
om

ir
M

uraw
ka, P

astor of O
ur L

ady of
C

zęstochow
a P

arish, as w
ell as m

any
other P

olonian priests co−celebrated
the M

ass.
“I am

 very happy to be here w
ith

you today,” said C
ardinal S

zoka in
the opening rem

arks.
T

he hom
ily during the M

ass w
as

presented by the V
icar G

eneral of the
S

ociety of C
hrist, F

r. K
rzysztof

G
rzelak.  H

e said that both tragedies
(S

m
oleńsk plane crash and officers

killed in K
atyń) are very im

portant
pages in the history of P

oland,
adding that “nation that does not
know

 its history, does not have its
future”.

A
t the end of the M

ass an
address by the P

resident of the P
olish

A
m

erican C
ongress M

ichigan
D

ivision, M
ariusz S

zajnert, w
as

presented.  “It’s im
portant to find

inspiration in ideals w
hich the

victim
s in S

m
oleńsk and K

atyń lived
by,” said S

zajnert.  “O
ne of the ideals

w
as a free, rightful and rational

P
oland. (…

)  T
he other w

as service to
the people.”

O
n A

pril 10, 2010, a T
upolev T

u−
154 aircraft of the P

olish A
ir F

orce
crashed near the city of S

m
oleńsk,

R
ussia, killing all 96 people on

board.  T
hese included the P

olish
P

resident L
ech K

aczyński and his
w

ife, form
er P

resident R
yszard

K
aczorow

ski and other P
olish

officials and m
em

bers of P
olish

clergy.
T

he flight w
as conducted for the

purpose of taking P
olish officials to

cerem
onies m

arking the 70th
anniversary of the K

atyń M
assacre.


