
400th anniversary commemoration of the arrival
of the first Polish craftsmen in Jamestown

Frank Spula, PAC President, and
Debbie Majka, Chairman, confirm the 400th
anniversary commemoration of the arrival
of the first Polish craftsmen in Jamestown,
Virginia, on Wednesday, October 1, 2008,
at the historic Jamestown settlement.

Polish craftsmen, skilled in the
production of potash, soap, tar and glass
manufacturing, arrived at the first English
colony in the New World at the invitation of
Captain John Smith, who had become
acquainted with them in Europe and knew of
their skills and industry.  Eleven years after
their arrival in 1619, the Poles successfully
led the first strike in the New World for equal
rights.  They had contributed so much to
ensure the survival of the colony that when
advised by the Governor that they would be
excluded from voting in an upcoming
election, said, “no vote, no work”.  Such was
their value to the colony that they were
granted the right to vote.

To coincide with the commemorative
ceremonies, the Polish American Congress
will hold its Fall National Council of
Directors Meeting and Elections in
Williamsburg, VA, on Thursday, October 2,
and Friday, October 3, if needed.  Rooms at
a rate of $129/night at the Marriott listed
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JAMESTOWN
LESSON PLAN

below have been reserved and the room rate
will apply to Sept. 30 and October 3, as well
as to the Oct. 1 & 2 dates.

Marriott Williamsburg
50 Kingsmill Road

Williamsburg, VA 23185
Phone: 1−757−220−2500

Fax: 1−757−221−0653

The hotel is ideally situated near
Colonial Williamsburg, Jamestown,
Yorktown and Busch Gardens so
participants may wish to make vacation
plans and bring their children and
grandchildren.

Representatives of both the United
States and Polish governments and Labor
Union representatives are expected to attend
this event, which will include a wreath
laying ceremony at the remains of the
original glasshouse, placement of a
commemorative plaque at the historic
Jamestown site and indoor ceremonies with
prominent speakers, musical selections
provided by the Polish Singers Alliance of
America and a concluding reception.
Publication of a commemorative journal is
planned as well.

All Polonia is invited to participate in this historic event.  For more information, contact the
Chairperson: dziecko2@comcast.net.

„Beginning of Democracy: The
Polish Experience at Jamestown” is
a 16-page lesson plan created by
the Center for Politics, a federally
sponsored project at the University
of Virginia in Charlottesville,
through the involvement of the
American Center for Polish Culture
in cooperation with the National
Conference for the Social Studies.
It contains plans for two levels –
high-school and middle-school –
and is suitable for history, civics
and other social studies classes.
It’s important to disseminate this as
widely as possible in preparation
for the 400th anniversary of the
arrival of the first Poles at
Jamestown in 1608.  The lesson
plan may be downloaded as a pdf
file from the ACPC web-site: polish
cultureacpc.org.  Please, download
it, feel free to use it and do your
utmost to get it into the hands of
educators in your respective areas.
You may wish to establish a link
from your web-site to the ACPC
lesson plan.

The Friends of Polish Art Accepting
Scholarship Applications

Casimir Lenard, veteran of three U.S. wars and fighter for the betterment
of the Polish American community and the people of Poland, dies at 89

WASHINGTON D.C. - Col.
Casimir I. Lenard AUS (Ret.) died
Friday, December 7, 2007, of a
long illness.

Cas Lenard was born on
March 10, 1918 to a family of
Polish immigrants in Chicago.  At
the age of 10 he was enrolled in
the Jesuit Gimnazjum in Chyrow,
Poland, where he completed the
eight-year course of study.  Upon
his return to the United States he
attended Northwestern
University, in Evanston, Illinois,
where he received a Bachelor of
Science degree in Economic
History.

In reaction to the September
1, 1939, Nazi invasion of Poland
he joined, as a private, the
Chicago Black Horse Troop,
106th Cavalry, Illinois National
Guard.  In 1941 he was
commissioned 2nd Lieutenant,
Cavalry with duty at Fort Riley,
Kansas.  He requested and was
assigned to the 1st U.S. Infantry
Division - “The Big Red One” -
scheduled to be the first U.S.
Army unit to go overseas (on the
H.M.S. Queen Mary, August 2,
1942).  As a member of the 1st
Reconnaissance Troop, Lenard

was engaged in overseas combat
duty from 1942 to 1945.

After his discharge from
Army active duty in 1945, he
married Casimira (Myra) Lamot,
and participated in his family
restaurant business, known as
“Lenard’s Little Poland” in
Chicago and “Lenard’s Casino”
Summer Resort in Beverly
Shores, Indiana.

During the Korean War, he
volunteered for active army duty,
from August 1951 to 1957, under
special assignment with the
Headquarters Berlin Command
and later at Headquarters Fifth
U.S. Army in Chicago, Illinois.

In 1962, he was selected
from more than 40 candidates
nationwide, for a five-year tour of
active duty with the General Staff
at the Pentagon, where he
became Chief of the Army
Intelligence Reserve Office.
Starting in 1967 he served one
year in Vietnam, as Commanding
Officer, Technical Intelligence
Detachment, and later as
director, U.S. Element Combined
Military Interrogation Center in
Saigon (disseminating studies
and reports world-wide.) From

September 1968 to June 30,
1970 he was a military
intelligence research analyst at
the U.S. Army Institute of Land
Combat at Fort Belvoir, Virginia.

Upon retirement from the
military, he became the first
executive director of the Polish
America Congress, Washington
D.C. Office, from July 1970 to
1974.

After leaving the Polish
American Congress Washington
D.C. Office in 1974, he became
Project Manager of the US
Bicentennial Ethnic Racial
Council, which organized
nationwide conferences and
coordinated local and national
U.S. Bicentennial activities,
providing many opportunities for
Polonia participation.

From 1991 to 2000, as a
volunteer and team member he
worked with Myra on a large
number of projects, such as:

- The administration of grants of
The National Endowment for
Democracy (NED), totaling
several million dollars, through
the Polish American Congress

Charitable Foundation (PACCF),
to support the budding Polish
underground, Solidarity, and
Citizens’ Committees with urgently
needed technical resources and
finances.

- Playing a lead role with Myra in
supporting Poland’s membership
in the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO).

- Reinvigorating national ethnic
community leaders into the
Central and East European
Coalition (CEEC) to work
harmoniously on common issues,
precipitated by threats of Russian
moves at re-establishing its
sphere of influence in Central and
Eastern Europe, most specifically
US Foreign Assistance programs
and NATO enlargement.

- Forming, in the final days of the
campaign, the NATO Ratification
Working Group, going beyond the
ethnic organizations to include
nationwide veterans, religious, and
union groups to support the
ratification in the US Senate of the
accession of Poland, Hungary and
the Czech Republic into NATO.

COMINGCOMINGCOMINGCOMINGCOMING
ATTRACTIONSATTRACTIONSATTRACTIONSATTRACTIONSATTRACTIONS
First SundayFirst SundayFirst SundayFirst SundayFirst Sunday
of each monthof each monthof each monthof each monthof each month
“Polish Sunday” at the
Orchard Lake Schools.
Mass in Polish language at
1 pm in the Shrine−Chapel;
Polish buffet in campus
dining hall after Mass; an
exhibit at the Galeria.

Sunday, February 24Sunday, February 24Sunday, February 24Sunday, February 24Sunday, February 24
Pianist Kazimierz
Brzozowski in Concert
(music of Chopin and Liszt).
Location: Hammell Music
Hall (2700 E. West Maple,
Commerce).  Details: 248−
310−0877.

Saturday, March 1Saturday, March 1Saturday, March 1Saturday, March 1Saturday, March 1
Polish Folk Dance Festival at
the American Polish
Cultural Center in Troy.
Call: 248−689−3636 for
details.

Monday, March 3Monday, March 3Monday, March 3Monday, March 3Monday, March 3
Lecture “Iconic Books: The
Gutenberg Bible and Book
of Kells” by Czeslaw Jan
Grycz will be presented at
the Adam Cardinal Maida
Library of the Orchard Lake
Schools.  Call: 248−706−
4211 for details.

Sunday, March 16Sunday, March 16Sunday, March 16Sunday, March 16Sunday, March 16
Polish−American soprano
Michele Marszalkowski will
be the featured solists of the
Motor City Brass Band
performance at theFord
Community and Performing
Arts Center in Dearborn.
Call: 248−788−6618 for
details.

Sunday, March 16Sunday, March 16Sunday, March 16Sunday, March 16Sunday, March 16
Friends of Polish Art
Święconka will be held at
the Polonia Resturant in
Hamtramck (2934 Yemans).
For details, please call 586−
575−9279.

Saturday, April 19Saturday, April 19Saturday, April 19Saturday, April 19Saturday, April 19
The Friends of “Polish
Times” invite everyone for a
“Spring Ball” Fundraiser at
the American Polish
Cultural Center in Troy.
Call: 313−721−3369 for
more information.

Sunday, May 4Sunday, May 4Sunday, May 4Sunday, May 4Sunday, May 4
Rzeszow Dancers Recital at
the American Polish
Cultural Center in Troy.  For
more information, call:
248−689−3636.

TO PLACE A NOTICE OF AN
EVENT YOU’RE PLANNING
IN THE NEXT EDITION OF
THE PAC NEWSLETTER,
PLEASE CALL 313−721−3369.

O KPA
w internetowej

telewizji
Reportaż o działalności

michigańskiego wydziału
Kongresu Polonii
Amerykańskiej znalazł się na
pierwszej lokalnej, darmowej
telewizji internetowej −
www.telewizjadetroit.com.

W materiale tym
zamieszczono krótkie rozmowy
z członkami zarządu KPA −
Mariuszem Szajnerem,
Zdzisławem Jurkiem i Heleną
Żmurkiewicz, a także z
sekretarką KPA − Anną Huk
Glaeser.

„Kongres powstał w 1944
roku i była to od początku
organizacja, która miała
zrzeszać setki innych
polonijnych organizacji w celu
walki z komunizmem i sowiecką
dominacją w Polsce” −
przypomina w materiale prezes
Mariusz Szajnert.  „Oczywiście
w miarę upływu czasu sprawy te
się zmieniały.  W tej chwili
chcemy być bardziej nastawieni
na życie polonijne, na pewne
spawy dotyczące naszej grupy
etnicznej” − dodaje.

Twórcą reportażu oraz
pomysłodawcą telewizji jest
Rafał Nowakowski, od
niedawna członek Kongresu
Polonii Amerykańskiej. Na co
dzień jest instruktorem kung fu.
Prowadzi American Center for
Martial Arts − szkołę sztuk walki
wschodu.  Prowadzi zajęcia w
Sali Jana Pawła II przy parafii
Matki Boskiej Częstochowskiej
w Sterling Heights w
poniedziałki i środy.  Wszelskie
szczegóły można znaleźć na
stronie internetowej:
www.idokungu.com.1

The Friends of Polish Art announce that applications will be accepted for the
2008 Frank Filipek and the FPA Fine Arts Scholarship beginning January 1
until March 1, 2008.  Through the largess of the late Frank Filipek of Battle
Creek, five fifteen hundred dollar scholarships will be awarded for academic
studies in such areas including but not limited to: law, medicine, architecture,
engineering, sciences and the liberal arts.  This year, at least one FPA Fine
Arts Scholarship award will be given in the amount of one thousand dollars.
This scholarship is for students pursuing studies in painting, sculpture,
music, drama, theatre, dance and other forms of creative expression as well
as history, literature, religion, philosophy and Polish Studies.  All applications
must be received no later than March 1, 2008.  Previous recipients as well as
non-Michigan residents are not eligible.  Notification of awards will occur on or
before May 1, 2008.  Awards will be made payable to the individual and the
institution where the recipient is enrolled.  All scholarships will be presented at
the Friends of Polish Art General Meeting scheduled for May 16, 2008.
For further information, an application or membership in the Friends of Polish Art,
please see: www.friendsofpolishart.info/dotnetnuke.

Father Edward Sobolewski
Passes Away

Rev. Fr. Edward Sobolewski, long−
time Pastor of the Holy Cross Polish
National Catholic church, well−loved
Hamtramck priest, passed away on
Monday, January 28.  Father Edward
Sobolewski officially became pastor of
Holy Cross on March 1, 1956.  He has
enjoyed the longest pastorate of all
priests assigned to Holy Cross.   In 1957,
Fr. Sobolewski organized a Bishop
Hodur Men’s Group in the parish.  This
was a precursor to the organization of
the Y.M.S. of R. a few years later.  Fr.
Sobolewski was always active with the parish youth (himself being
a young man in his early thirties when he arrived).  He organized
the Holy Cross Youth Club December 26, 1957.  The funeral Mass
was celebrated by Bishop Jan Dawidziuk, head of the PNCC’s
Western Diocese.  Burial took place in the Holy Cross section of
Forest Lawn Cemetery next to his wife.  Besides the religious rites
conducted by Bishop Dawidziuk at the gravesite, a military
ceremony took place due to his past service in the armed forces.
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord!

ZMARŁA HEDWIG JUNE KUCZYŃSKI
EMERYTOWANA PROFESOR STANOWEGO

UNIWERSYTETU WAYNE W DETROIT
Niezwykła droga życiowa

doktor H. June Kuczyńskiej
zaczęła się w Wilnie, a
zakończyła w stanie Michigan w
końcu stycznia 2008 roku,
prawie w przeddzień rocznicy
pierwszych wywózek Polaków
w głąb Sowietów w 1940 roku.
Śp. H.J.Kuczyńska
doświadczyła losu jakiego dane
było doświadczyć połowie
Polski i o której Polacy
zmuszeni byli przez lata
komunistycznego bezprawia
milczeć.  Młodziutka Polka

przeszła przez zesłanie, życie w
morderczym klimacie i
poniewierkę jaką zgotowali
prawie dwu milionom Polaków
sowieccy zbrodniarze.

Ale dzięki Opatrzności
Bożej June Kuczyński ocalała i
dotarła do Stanów
Zjednoczonych gdzie przez
prawie 30 lat uczyła i
jednocześnie prowadziła
badania naukowe na stanowym
Uniwersytecie Wayne w Detroit.
Nauczanie było dla Niej równie
wielką pasją jak praca naukowa
i życie rodzinne.

Pozostawiła pogrążonych w
żalu, męża Edwarda, 52 letniego
towarzysza swojego
niezwykłego życia, troje dzieci:
Yvonne, Edwarda i Barbarę oraz
dwoje wnucząt Eddiego
Kuczyńskiego i Kati Sesi.
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